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Stoll Keenon Ogden to Sponsor Keeneland’s Phoenix Stakes (G3) 
 

LEXINGTON, KY (July 13, 2011) – Stoll Keenon Ogden PLLC, one of Kentucky’s largest and most 
established law firms, is now the sponsor of Keeneland’s historic Phoenix Stakes (G3), beginning with 
the 159th running on Friday, Oct. 7, the opening day of the fall meet. The $175,000 Phoenix is the 
oldest stakes race run in the United States, dating back to 1831 at the Kentucky Association track in 
Lexington. 
 
“Stoll Keenon Ogden has been an invaluable member of the Keeneland family since our founding, and 
we are very pleased to celebrate our longstanding partnership, particularly during this 75th anniversary 
year,” said Keeneland President & CEO Nick Nicholson. “Their sponsorship also demonstrates their 
commitment to the entire Thoroughbred industry and reflects their ongoing support of racing.” 
 
Stoll Keenon Ogden was instrumental in forming Keeneland in 1936, and two of the firm’s attorneys 
currently serve on Keeneland’s Board of Directors. 
 
“We greatly value the partnership we have had with Keeneland during its 75 years of racing,” said David 
Smith, SKO Managing Director and Keeneland Board Member. “We feel particularly flattered to have 
the opportunity to partner with Keeneland on a race with such a rich history.”  

 
The Phoenix, a six-furlong stakes for three-year-olds and up, has been won by such notable horses as 
Devil Diver, Coaltown, Hill Gail, Sea O Erin, Moccasin, Honey Jay, Deposit Ticket, Bet On Sunshine, 
Five Star Day, Champali and Kelly’s Landing.  
 
Originally named for the old Phoenix Hotel in Lexington, the race has been known as the Brennan, 
Chiles, Phoenix, Association, Phoenix Hotel Stakes and Phoenix Handicap. Last run at the Kentucky 
Association track in 1930, the Phoenix was revived at Keeneland in the spring of 1937. From 1943-
1945, the Phoenix was renewed as part of the Keeneland-at-Churchill Downs meetings. Prior to 1989, 
the Phoenix was held during the spring meeting.  
 

### 
 

Formed more than a century ago, Stoll Keenon Ogden PLLC is one of Kentucky’s oldest and largest law firms. With five offices in 
Lexington, Louisville, Frankfort, Henderson and Morganfield, Stoll Keenon Ogden has more than 140 attorneys offering diverse legal 
services in an array of industries locally, regionally, nationally and internationally. Stoll Keenon Ogden is characterized by a 
commitment to client success and community engagement. Additional information is available at www.skofirm.com. 

 

For nearly 75 years, The Keeneland Association has devoted itself to the health and vibrancy of the Thoroughbred industry. As the 
world's largest Thoroughbred auction company, Keeneland conducts sales every January, April, September and November. Its sales 
graduates dominate racing across the globe at every level. In April and October, Keeneland offers some of the highest caliber and richest 
Thoroughbred racing in the world. Uniquely structured, Keeneland is a private, for-profit corporation that returns its earnings back to 
the industry and the community in the form of higher purses, as well as millions of dollars in charitable contributions for education, 
research and health and human services throughout Central Kentucky. To learn more about Keeneland, visit www.keeneland.com. 

  

For more information contact Amy Gregory at 859 288-4376, Julie Balog at 859 288-4250  


