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Exploring the FCBA’s History

The late Michael Crichton said, “If you 
don’t know history, then you don’t know 
anything.  You are a leaf that doesn’t 
know it is part of a tree.”  As one of the 
leaves of the proverbial FCBA tree, when 
I became President, I was excited to delve 
into our archives to learn more about 

how our Association came to be.  What a treasure trove we 
have!

The FCBA’s roots trace back 
to the law offices of W.C.P. 
Breckenridge1 and John Shelby 
at 21 East Short Street, where 
the first organizational meeting 
was held on March 9, 1887 
“to organize the Bar and ‘set 
a schedule of minimum fees 
to be charged.’ 2  At that time, 
“Lexington was a growing 
southern town of 25,216 
people, with 38 lawyers, 42 

saloons, 2 breweries, 5 distilleries, 
36 doctors, 8 passenger trains 

daily, 6 newspapers, and 191 retail groceries of different 
types.” 3  Interestingly, “13 lawyers had their offices in 
the Courthouse,” where trials were held until it burned 
in 1897, and all other lawyers “but two had their offices 
on the north side of the first block of East Short Street.” 4  
The two were around the corner on North Upper.

Lexington has enjoyed seven courthouses since the first 
was built in 1782 at the corner of Main and Broadway, 
where Urban Outfitters sits today.5 What we now 
affectionately call the “Old Courthouse” was built in 1899 
and hosted its first trial beginning on February 3, 1900, 
the same day that Kentucky Governor William Goebel 
died from an assassin’s bullet in Frankfort.6  At that time, 
the “plaintiff had to pay $.15 to file its complaint, $.10 for 
any other pleading, plus $.25 for any judge’s order, $.25 to 
the clerk for swearing the jury, $.30 for a subpoena, and 
$.15 for filing a deposition.”7 Witnesses earned $1, and 
jurors earned $2 per day.8

The FCBA elected its first president in 1926, and a 
president has been in office every year since.  By 1929, 
Lexington had 68,000 people and 126 lawyers.9  Saturday 

morning motion hour was a big event of the week, after 
which attorneys played poker in the Phoenix Hotel or 
had drinks at The Berlin Café on North Limestone.10  
Lexington attorney and historian Julius Rather shared 
this story in a Bar News article:

 I am reminded of what I was told [attorneys at  
 that time] considered fun.  Late, late, and   
 later in the evening, they would get the bartender  
 to call some unsuspecting lawyer at home.  “Say,  
 do you do criminal work[?]  My brother has just  
 been arrested for bootlegging.  I got $5,000 for the  
 lawyer and bondsman.  I want him out of jail  
 tonight.  Can you do it?”  Then, they would  
 hide out in back of the jail on Short Street and  
 laugh hysterically as the half-dressed lawyer would  
 drive up to the jail, having broken the speed limit  
 every inch of the way.11

Typical fees then were $10 for a misdemeanor, 
$100 for a felony, and as much as $500 for a 
murder case.12   Civil fees ranged from $3-5 per 
hour for insurance representation, $5 for a title 
exam, and $15 for a divorce.13

Marching forward a few years, we find an entertaining 
story about attorney Elmer “Ducky” Drake, who practiced 
from the 1930s to early 1950s, often in a Stetson hat and 
a bow tie.14 As Mr. Rather shared:

 Ducky was defending a man in   
 Magistrate Doc Jackson’s Court in the   
 basement of the Court House, who had been sued  
 for failure to repay a loan.  After the plaintiff put  
               on his case, the defendant took the stand.  

 “Did you borrow the money?”  Ducky asked him.  

 “Yes.”  

 “Now, tell Judge Jackson if you ever had any   
 intention of ever paying it back.”  

 “Of course not.”  

 Lawyer Drake then turned to Judge Jackson.   
 “Move to dismiss, Your Honor; no meeting of the  
 minds.”  Doc Jackson, who was not a lawyer,  
 agreed and dismissed the case!15

President’s Message:
Amelia Adams
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Amelia Adams
FCBA President

W.C.P. Breckinridge
Breckinridge & Shelby, Lawyers, 

Lexington, KY.
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President’s Message (continued)
The FCBA did have a meeting of the minds a few years later 
in 1959, when it adopted its Constitution and Bylaws.  The 
Association grew steadily over the next two decades and, in 
1981, hired its first part-time staff person to produce CLE 
programs.  Nine years later, the FCBA was incorporated 
as services continued to expand.  The FCBA’s staff person 
became full-time in 1991, and it opened a downtown 
office in 1994.  A second full-time person joined in 1996 
to manage the Central Kentucky Lawyer Referral Service, 
which now fields an average of 400 inquiries per month. 

Today, the FCBA’s dedicated three-person staff and fifteen-
person Board of Directors work together to ensure that 
the Association provides exceptional member service in 
accordance with its governing documents. 

As a Kentuckian, Lexingtonian, and attorney, I take pride 
in knowing more about the history of our FCBA, and I 
hope that you enjoyed this walk down memory lane.  If you 
would like to learn more, contact the FCBA office to review 
Mr. Rather’s many articles about our history.  By my count, 
he wrote at least 50 between 1992 and 2005.

 1Breckenridge’s daughter, Sophonisba “Nisba” Breckenridge, would 
become the first woman admitted to the Kentucky bar in 1897.
 2Julius Rather, The Fayette County Bar Association 104 Years Old and 
Still Growing Part One: The Beginning, FAYETTE CTY. BAR ASSOC. BAR 
NEWS, July-Aug. 1992, at 5.
 3Id. at 6.
 4Id.
 5Julius Rather, About the Cover, FAYETTE CTY. BAR ASSOC. DIR., at 1 
(2000).
6Julius Rather, First Trial in Our Courthouse, FAYETTE CTY. BAR 
ASSOC. BAR NEWS, May-June 1993, at 5.
7Id.
 8Id.
  9Julius Rather, Practicing Law in a Depression, FAYETTE CTY. BAR 
ASSOC. BAR NEWS, July-Aug. 1994, at 20.
10Id.
11Id. at 20-21.
12Id.
13Id.
14Julius Rather, Remembering “Ducky” Drake, FAYETTE CTY. BAR 
ASSOC. BAR NEWS, May-June 1993, at 4.
15Id.

Sketch of the new “Old Courthouse,” as published in The Sunday Leader, Feb. 4, 1900.
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Rachel didn’t know who she could 
trust after she discovered that her 
husband sexually assaulted her 
11-year-old daughter while she was 
away for work. She also had reason 
to believe that her 10-year-old son 
was being sexually abused. She was in 
crisis and needed help immediately. 
Rachel and her children were living 

with her in-laws making the situation dire. She knew 
she had to leave, but that meant leaving her marriage, 
their home, her job, and making her children leave their 
friends and switch schools.  

Rachel acted quickly relocating to rural Central 
Kentucky, where she had family to help support her. 
Her husband was charged and convicted of sodomy, 1st 
degree, victim under 12 years of age. Rachel’s husband 
was sent to jail, but this was only one piece of the puzzle 
in permanently freeing Rachel and her children from his 
grasp. Legal Aid of the Bluegrass (LABG) referred the 
case to a member of the Volunteer Lawyer Program who 
stepped up to help Rachel obtain a divorce. Rachel said 
of her experience, “my lawyer was experienced and kind. 
He knew the process and made me feel comfortable to 
share my story in court. I can never thank Legal Aid or 
my lawyer enough.”

Rachel and her children are adjusting to their new 
lives. The kids are enrolled in a new school and 
making friends. They receive therapy through the local 
community care center, where professionals are helping 
them move on from their trauma. Rachel has found 
a new job and is working towards purchasing a home 
for the three of them. She is spending a lot of time 
with her family and learning to trust again. Rachel and 
her attorney successfully finalized her divorce case in 
court. Additionally, the volunteer attorney continues to 
provide pro bono services to LABG clients.

Rachel’s case is just one of the almost 5,200 cases and 
over 10,000 people served by LABG and volunteer 
lawyers over the last 12 months. Yet, almost 48% of 
those persons seeking help, who are financially eligible1 
and who fall within the eligible types of cases handled 
by LABG, aren’t able to be served. Sadly, our justice gap 
is less than the rest of the country.2 Some of those with 
unmet civil legal needs include seniors, rural residents, 
veterans, persons with disabilities, parents of children 
under 18, and survivors of domestic violence or sexual 
assault.

A lack of available resources, i.e., attorneys or funding, 
accounts for the vast majority (85%-97%) of the justice 
gap.3 That is where you come in. You are uniquely able to 
offer help and make a real difference. You are a lawyer, 
and the FCBA Pro Bono Program needs you. Whether 
you provide extended representation for a client, 
supervise law students at one of our divorce or life 
planning documents clinics; whether you provide legal 
information over the phones, represent a survivor of 
domestic violence, or provide financial support for our 
program, there is a place for you in the FCBA Pro Bono 
Program.  In the near future we are also looking to begin 
having pro bono mediation services available and also a 
self-help desk in the Fayette County Law Library where 
volunteer attorneys will assist self-represented litigants 
with available forms and make referrals when necessary. 

As we prepare to celebrate Pro Bono service this Fall, 
please consider how you can participate in the program. 
Whether you just sat for the bar or been practicing for 
50 years, we stand ready to refer you a case in your 
preferred areas of law or provide training on all areas 
that we accept cases through our Legal Aid University 
program. If you are interested in attending any of our 
events, trainings or volunteering at any of our new or 
existing opportunities, please give me a call me at (859) 
254-1141 or e-mail me at jfain@lablaw.org.  There are 
many clients like Rachel that are waiting on you.

1 125% or below the federal poverty guidelines or $21,138 
for 2 people. That means that over 20% of those living in our 
communities qualify for service.
2 See generally, Legal Services Corporation. 2017. The Justice Gap: 
Measuring the Unmet Civil Legal Needs of Low-income Americans. 
Prepared by NORC at the University of Chicago for Legal Services 
Corporation Washington, DC.
3 Id.

Pro Bono Program:
Central Kentucky Volunteer Lawyers 
Needed to Tip Scales Toward Justice

Josh Fain,
Pro Bono Coordinator, LABG

The Pro Bono Recognition Event was held on October 24, 2019 at Mane 
on Main.  From left; Joshua Crabtree, Executive Director LABG; Judge 
Masterton, Judge Stein and Judge Messer accepted the Trina Clemons 
Friend of Pro Bono award for the Fayette County Family Court Judges; 
Mary Patton received the Pro Bono Attorney of Year Award; Brandon 

Slone was recognized as Law Student of the Year; Marilyn Daniel received 
the Access to Justice Award; Josh Fain, LABG Pro Bono Coordinator.
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Are You Missing Out on Great Podcasts? 
On an pre-dawn drive to a out-of-county hearing?  Stuck in 
a motion hour when you’re last on the docket? Walking your 
dog? Desperate to block out the noise of the 22nd guilty plea 
soliloquy of the day?

How about listening to a podcast?  Podcasts are becoming ever 
more popular.  There are so many podcasts that choosing a 
starting point to start listening can be overwhelming.  Kind of 
like that first time you got on Netflix and were overwhelmed 
by the selection, that’s similar to how it feels to click that little 
podcast icon on our devices.  Wouldn’t it be nice to have a little 
guidance as to where to dip your toe in the proverbial podcast 
pool?  Never fear, to help you out, here’s a guide to the best 
podcasts you should be listening to curated by FCBA Members.

Gwen R. Pinson, FCBA Member:
When I returned to state government in December 2015 
(and, thus, began commuting to Frankfort every day), I was 
listening to audiobooks during my daily drive. But I quickly 
transitioned to podcasts and became obsessed. Like a lot of 
people, Serial was my first podcast (season 1 - was not a fan 
of season 2). From there, I continued following Adnan Syed’s 
story with Undisclosed. Then the Undisclosed crew started 
covering other wrongful conviction cases, so I kept listening. 
Next, my friends started recommending podcasts, and my 
library began to expand. Now I listen so much that I have 
periods where I catch up on my current shows and - horror of 
horrors - have nothing to listen to while getting ready in the 
mornings and during my commute. 

Since I cannot narrow my list to recommend only one or two 
favorites, I decided to do categories. 

Fav Podcaster: Lindsay Graham (not that one) is an excellent 
storyteller, and I love the way his podcasts are structured. I 
highly recommend American Scandal and American History 
Tellers. If you are not a sports fan, you may not be into season 
1 of American Scandal, which deals with Barry Bonds and 
BALCO scandal (it is very interesting though). But other 
season topics include the Iran Contra scandal, Exxon Valdez, 
the Hare Krishna murders, the Tuskegee Syphilis Study, 
Wounded Knee, and Enron. Similarly, seasons of American 
History Tellers cover the Cold War, Prohibition, the Age of 
Jackson, the Space Race, the formation of political parties in 
the U.S. and much more.  Like I did with a few of these, you 
may think you know all there is to know about these scandals/
events, but these podcasts show there is so much more to 
learn. (Also check out 1865, which is a dramatization following 
Secretary of War Edwin Stanton after Lincoln’s assassination). 

Podcasts that make you think: Malcolm Gladwell’s Revisionist 
History is not only entertaining (because he is such a great 
storyteller as you know if you have ever read any of his books) 
but also thought-provoking.  Check out episodes 1-2 of 

season 4 where he questions why the LSAT is timed and the 
differences between tortoise and hare test takers. 

True Crime: After Serial and Undisclosed, I listened to Up and 
Vanished. Story is fascinating; it is the host’s first podcast, 
so he isn’t as polished as the others I’ve mentioned.  Man in 
the Window, which deals with the Golden State Killer, is very 
good - just don’t listen to it at night if home alone.  Root of 
Evil deals with the Black Dahlia murder and the Hodel family 
and is haunting. Uncover, season 3; The Village explores the 
numerous cases of missing and murdered men in Toronto’s 
gay community, dating back to the 1970s. Looking for more 
local subject matter, check out Bardstown. Another interesting 
story that is heartbreaking but which has a satisfying ending is 
Someone Knows Something, Season 3, about the arrest of two 
klansmen for murder in Mississippi in 1964 and one of the 
victim’s brother’s search for justice.

For Legal Nerds: If wrongful conviction cases interest you, 
and you want to delve into the details, Undisclosed is for you. 
Produced by three attorneys, one of whom is an evidence 
professor, this one can get a bit too into the legal weeds for the 
average listener, but it is perfect for us legal nerds who care 
about the process and the procedure. 

Pop Culture: If you are a fan of Game of Thrones or Harry 
Potter, check out Binge Mode. If you are a movie fanatic, 
subscribe to the Rewatchables. 

Honorable mentions: 
Slow Burn, which has seasons on Watergate and the Clintons, 
is great.  If you love music, check out Broken Record from Rick 
Rubin, Malcolm Gladwell, and Bruce Headlam.

Peter Brackney, FCBA Member:
My iPhone is always filled with podcasts to listen to while 
commuting or traveling to court. A couple of my favorite 
podcasts right now are Tales from the Kentucky Room, 
which is produced almost every week by the Lexington Public 
Library. It contains some great local history! Another favorite 
podcast is The Daily by the New York Times to give a lot of 
depth behind important events in the world.  A completely 
different kind of podcast is the serial podcast, which tells a 
story over a number of episodes - if you haven’t listened to 
S-Town or Bag Man you should. S-Town creates incredible 
imagery about “the insurmountable challenge of living” while 
Bag Man delves into the fall of former Vice President Spiro 
Agnew.

Judge Lucy VanMeter, FCBA Past President:
I’ve worked my way through several podcasts this summer.  
Here are a few of my favorites: 
 
Root of Evil:  This podcast explores the 1947 Black Dahlia 
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murder.  While officially unsolved, members of the Hodel 
family investigate their suspicions that the killer was actually 
their father/grandfather, George Hodel, a prominent physician 
in Los Angeles.  The podcast also explores other shocking 
family dynamics.
 
Man in the Window: The true story of the Golden State Killer, 
his crimes, and how he was eventually caught. 
 
Dirty John: A shocking true tale of a California woman swept 
away by a man who turned out to have a violent and criminal 
past.  
 
Dr. Death: An unbelievable true story of a rogue surgeon who 
causes more harm than good to his patients and the system 
that allowed it to continue. 
 
22 Hours An American Nightmare: This podcast investigates 
the 2015 quadruple D.C. murders of the Savopoulos family 
and their housekeeper, Vera Figueroa. The podcast covers the 
investigation and trial of the accused, Daron Wint. 
 
Slow Burn: A gripping rehash of the Monica Lewinsky scandal.  
If you followed the story the first time around, you will enjoy 
this compelling look back. 
 
Confronting O.J. Simpson: Kim Goldman’s podcast about the 
murder of her brother, Ron Goldman, and Nicole Simpson.  
Goldman talks with prosecutors, jurors, and witnesses (yes, 
she talked to Kato) in her compelling piece about the story 
that gripped the nation in the 1990s. 

Gangster Capitalism: An exploration of the college 
admission scandal that includes the actual transcripts 
from surreptitiously recorded conversations between the 

mastermind and the parents.

Taylor Brown, FCBA Board Member:
I like to listen to the Clark Howard Podcast when I mow the 
lawn in the summer.  His podcast is essentially a condensed 
version of his syndicated radio show that focuses on consumer 
news and advice.   Episodes are usually topical to current 
affairs, and he offers great tips on ways to save a buck or two.

Matt Parsons, FCBA Board Member:
“Against the Rules with Michael Lewis” – who decides what’s 
fair, and where did they go?  From the bestselling author of 
“Moneyball” and “The Big Short,” this podcast examines “the 
decline of the human referee in our culture.”  The episode on 
student loan servicers might simultaneously outrage you and 
vindicate your own experience.  Legal writing scholar Bryan 
Garner makes an appearance in another episode about the 
disappearance of the language referee.

“More Perfect” – a spinoff of NPR’s Radiolab, this podcast 
explores critical moments and decisions of the U.S. Supreme 
Court, and how those moments have shaped our culture.  A 
Season 1 episode describes how Chief Justice John Marshall 
used “the force” to transform SCOTUS from a perceived group 
of partisans with little influence into the powerful arbiter of 
constitutionality after Marbury v. Madison.

“The Shrink Next Door” – was “Easy Mark” Marty Markowitz, 
a law-trained executive in New York City, an unsympathetic 
sucker or the victim of three decades of carefully plotted 
manipulation by his psychiatrist?  Journalist Joe Nocera 
explores this strange tale of power and influence in which 
a wealthy patient gives control of every aspect of his life – 
including his Hamptons party house – to his therapist.

Podcasts, continued



2019, Issue 3  [8] 

If These Walls Could Talk...
Historic buildings help tell stories of 
people and events that make us who 
we are today. Sometimes “if these 
walls could talk” moments can tell 
stories in ways that pages of a history 
book cannot. So when a building is 
torn down, we lose a portion of our 
history. 

Lexington’s incredibly rich history is told by many 
tangible structures, but others have been lost to history. 
In my book, Lost Lexington (History Press, 2014), I 
explored the backstories related to some of these lost 
places. Some may be of interest. 

193 North Mill Street 

At the southwest corner of Mill and Short Streets was a 
home once described as “one of Lexington’s oldest, most 
historic landmarks.”  The Hart-Bradford was identified 
after two of its three most influential residents.

Colonel Thomas Hart served in North Carolina’s 
provincial congresses in the 1770s prior to fighting 
for American independence in the Revolutionary War. 
In 1775, he and other members of the Transylvania 
Company signed the Treaty at Sycamore Shoals through 
which leaders of the Cherokee Nation ceded a vast 
amount of present-day Kentucky and Tennessee to 
white settlers. What could have resulted in the State 
of Transylvania was, in fact, illegal under British law. 
King George III’s Proclamation of 1763 prohibited 
private companies from purchasing land from Native 
Americans. 

Upon Hart’s 1794 arrival to Kentucky, he commenced 
several successful industrial and agricultural ventures.  
He built his home in 1798, and its parlor hosted the 
nuptials between Hart’s daughter, Lucretia, and a young 
lawyer named Henry Clay the following year. Hart gave 
them a neighboring house as a wedding gift, and Clay 
commuted to his law office (still standing) across the 
street. 

 In 1806, Hart’s son sold the property to John Bradford, 
a “Renaissance man” best known as publisher of the 
Kentucke Gazette (Kentucky’s first newspaper). In 
its early days, it was the only newspaper within 500 
miles of Lexington, and for years, state law required 
all public notices to be published therein. But by the 
time Bradford lived at 193 N. Mill, he had ceased his 
newspaper work. In 1830, Bradford died in his bedroom 
at the home. A plaque was later added to the home’s 
exterior, recognizing the “prominent, public-spirited and 
useful citizen” who once lived there. 

The third significant individual to live in and own 193 N. 
Mill was Miss Laura Clay, who spent her life committed 
to the causes of suffrage and the equal treatment of 
women. She founded the Fayette County Equal Rights 
Association and was the first president of the Kentucky 
Equal Rights Association, which obtained legislative 
victories in Frankfort protecting married women’s 
property and wages, requiring state female asylums 
to employ female physicians for patient care, and 
requiring certain male colleges to become coeducational. 
Laura Clay was nominated for President at the 1920 
Democratic National Convention, earning her the 
honor of being the first woman so nominated at a major 
political party’s convention. 

This historic home met the wrecking ball in 1955, and 
its site has since been a parking lot. Outrage over the 
demolition led to the formation of what became The 
Blue Grass Trust for Historic Preservation. Lexington 
also updated zoning laws to aid the cause of historic 
preservation; in 1958, Gratz Park becoming the first 
district with an H-1 overlay.

The Phoenix Hotel 
Captain John Postlethwait opened the first tavern 
at Main and Limestone’s southeast corner in 1797. 
Postlethwait was a “suave speaker” and masterfully 
entertained his guests. On Independence Day 1819, 
President James Monroe stayed there during his Grand 

Peter Brackney,
Brackney Law Office



If These Walls Could Talk, Continued

Tour of the South, joined by war heroes and future 
presidents Andrew Jackson and Zachary Taylor.
   
The following year, a fire destroyed the hotel, but hope 
persisted that a new hotel would “soon rise, like the 
Phoenix from its ashes.” The line was so catchy, it stuck. 
The Phoenix Hotel would continue to be rebuilt and 
renovated until it was demolished in 1981 to make way 
for the never-constructed World Coal Center. The site is 
now the home of Phoenix Park and the Lexington Public 
Library’s Central Branch. 
   
The Phoenix Hotel was also the site of a significant event 
in our civil rights movement. In October 1961, the 
Saint Louis Hawks and Boston Celtics were scheduled 
to play a pre-season rematch of the prior season’s NBA 
championship at Memorial Coliseum. A few hours before 
tipoff, the Hotel’s coffee shop refused service to several 

black Celtics players. Four players – Bill Russell, K.C. 
Jones, Sam Jones, and Satch Sanders –boycotted the 
game. Until then, black athletes were expected to simply 
ignore such overt acts of discrimination. President 
Obama, upon awarding Russell the Presidential Medal 
of Freedom, said that “when a restaurant refused to 
serve the black Celtics, [Russell] refused to play in the 
scheduled game.” Segregation in public accommodation 
was barred by federal law when the Civil Rights Act of 
1964 was enacted.
   
No story of the Phoenix Hotel would be complete 
without mentioning the poem In Kentucky. James 
Hilary Mulligan (a “judge” following his short stint as 
judge of Lexington’s Recorder’s Court) peered over his 
spectacles at a group of state legislators gathered in 
the Phoenix Hotel ballroom in February 1902. Known 
for his witty satire and humor, Mulligan read his newly 
penned poem, beginning with “the moonlight falls 
the softest in Kentucky” and concluding by observing 
that “The landscape is the grandest—and Politics—the 
damnedest In Kentucky.”

Yes, Lexington’s places – both extant and lost – have 
many stories to tell. And who among us doesn’t love a 
good story? 

Peter Brackney practices primarily in the areas of bankruptcy, estate 
planning, and probate at Brackney Law Office, PLLC. In addition, he’s 
a history buff. His first book, Lost Lexington, is available at Joseph-
Beth and anywhere else books are sold. His next book, The Murder of 
Geneva Hardman and Lexington’s Mob Riot of 1920, is expected to 
be released in January. He can be reached at (859) 559-4648 or by email 
at peter@brackneylaw.com. 

The FCBA has established the 100% Club, to designate those firms who have 
made a commitment to have every member join our association. Call or email 
our office to make sure your firm is recognized. The following firms have joined 
and shown their commitment to improve our profession by supporting the Fayette 
County Bar Association.

Baldani Law Group
Barnett Benvenuti & Butler PLLC
Bingham Greenebaum Doll LLP
Bluegrass Elder Law, PLLC
Boehl, Stopher & Graves LLP
Casey, Bailey & Maines, PLLC
Clark Law Office, Inc.
Fowler Bell PLLC
Frost Brown Todd LLC
Gess Mattingly & Atchison, P.S.C.
Green Chesnut & Hughes, PLLC
Hare, Wynn, Newell, & Newton, LLP

Kentucky League of Cities
Kershaw and Baumgardner
Kessinger Law Group, PLLC
Kinkead & Stilz, PLLC
Kriz, Jenkins, Prewitt & Jones, PSC
Landrum & Shouse LLP
Legal Aid of the Bluegrass
LFUCG-Dept. of Law
Littler Mendelson, PSC
Mattmiller Crosbie, PLLC
McBrayer PLLC
Mehr, Fairbanks & Peterson Trial Lawyers

Miller Edwards Rambicure, PLLC
Miller, Griffin & Marks, PSC
O’Brien Batten and Kirtley, PLLC
Rose Grasch Camenisch Mains, PLLC
Stites & Harbison, PLLC
Stoll Keenon Ogden PLLC
Sturgill, Turner, Barker & Moloney, PLLC
Walters Richardson, PLLC
Walther, Gay & Mack, PLC
Ward, Hocker & Thornton, PLLC
Williams Kilpatrick, PLLC
Wyatt, Tarrant & Combs, LLP



On October 23, 2019, Fayette Circuit Chief Judge Kimberly Bunnell presided over the swearing-in of Fayette 
County’s newest attorneys.  This ceremony has gone on for decades and may be the only local presentation of new 
bar members in the state.  Judges sat en banc to hear the motions of sponsoring attorneys who presented the new 
attorneys to the court.  Kentucky Court of Appeals Judge Pamela Goodwine administered the constitutional oath of 
office to the new attorneys who had been formally sworn in at the Kentucky Supreme Court.  

FCBA President Amelia Adams spoke on behalf of the FCBA to welcome the new attorneys to the Fayette County Bar.  
Following the program, the FCBA and Legal Aid of the Bluegrass hosted a reception for the Court and all attorneys 
attending.

New Attorney Swearing In - 2019

Judge Pamela Goodwine administers the oath to Lexington’s newest attorneys.

FCBA Member Martha Rosenberg introduces her 
son, Alexander Wilcox to the Fayette Circuit Court.

FCBA Past President Brian Gardner introduces his 
son, Alexander Gardner to the Fayette Circuit Court.  

Thankfully, no tears were shed.
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WesBanco Bank, Inc. is a Member FDIC   |  wesbanco.com  |

Call a member of our Lexington Team today to learn more about our services and fiduciary capabilities.

personal banking  |  business banking  | wealth management

Trust and Investment Services1

• Investment Management 
• Living & Irrevocable Trusts
• Charitable Trusts
• Guardianships
• Special/Supplemental
 Needs Trusts
• Conservatorships
• IRAs & Pension Plans
• Estate Administration
• Escrow Agent

Private Client Services
• Private Banking
• Strategic planning
• Customized depository and  
 lending solutions for personal &  
 business needs 
• Personal Cash Management
• Private Client Checking and  
 Savings accounts
•  Private Client Debit Card

Rebecca Hern
AVP & Private Banker

Lexington | (859) 244-7255

Amelia Adams 
VP & Senior Trust Officer

Lexington | (859) 879-4500

Gesela Brown
Mortgage Loan Officer

NMLS# 435965 | (859) 244-7228

Professional’s Mortgage Program 
• As low as 5% down payment for purchase  
 or construction of a primary residence up  
 to $1 million 
• Interest charged only on outstanding   
 balance during construction
• Available for Construction-to-Permanent   
 loans
• No Private Mortgage Insurance required
• Competitive rates
• Rate discount for automatic payment from  
 a WesBanco checking account 
• Extended rate locks available2

Dedicated to Providing Financial Support 
and Expertise to Help You Succeed

1WesBanco Trust and Investment Services may invest in insured deposits or nondeposit investment products. Nondeposit investment products are not insured by the FDIC or any other 
government agency, are not deposits or other obligations of, or guaranteed by any bank, and are subject to investment risks, including the potential loss of principal.

Professional’s Mortgage: 2Additional fee applies. Subject to credit approval.
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Special Thanks to our sponsors:

Hamburg Vision Center

Modus 

WesBanco
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The National Bar Association’s John Rowe Chapter hosted their first annual Law Camp from July 15th to July 19th. 
The camp currently focuses on African-American high school boys between 9th and 12th grades. During the week, 
campers learned basic legal skills and courtroom decorum which concluded with a mock trial. Each side presented an 
opening statement, direct examination, cross examination and a closing. All participants exceeded expectations, and 
have without a doubt developed an interest in litigation. Judge Pamela Goodwine of the Kentucky Court of Appeals 
presided over the trial, while Neely Williams, associate attorney with Stoll Keenon Ogden PPLC, served as co-counsel 
and mentor to the students. Landrum & Shouse law clerks Alex Henning, Chynna Hibbitts and Clay Thornton served 
as members of the jury.

The Law Camp would not have been possible without the hard work and dedication of Ms. Whitney Stepp, attorney 
with Bubalo Law PLC. A special thank you goes out to all of the local sponsors: Beth Winchell, partner at Landrum 
& Shouse, LLP; Daniel Whitley of Whitley Law Office; and Josh Hicks & Greg Funfsinn of Hicks & Funfsinn, PLLC 
for their continued commitment to the development of prospective young lawyers in the Lexington community and 
throughout the Commonwealth.

National Bar Association’s John Rowe Chapter 
First Annual Law Camp
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Discounted, contracted prices on 
over 30,000 supplies and services.

Free next-day delivery on standard orders over $30.

Exclusive savings with the world’s 
largest online travel agency.

Save 10% on hotel bookings—over and 
above Expedia’s industry leading prices.

Access the nation’s largest and 
most reliable 4G LTE network.

Corporate Discount - 22% discount on eligible 
wireless calling plans $34.99 and higher.

$20 for 3GB data on 3G/4G devices or $30 for 
5GB with Mobile Hotspot on 4G smartphone 
devices for corporate subscribers.

Text Message Offer - 250 per month for free, 500 
per month for $5, or unlimited per month for $10.

Employee Discount - Up to 18% discount on eligible 
wireless calling plans $34.99 and higher (15% discount, 
plus 3% if enrolled in paperless billing and My Verizon). 

Accessories - 25% discount on select accessories. 

*Eligibility Requirement: Company must derive all of its revenue 
from the legal profession and the practice of law, and be a licensed 
practicing attorney or law firm in good standing with its state bar.

Verizon requires a five line minimum in order to obtain the discount pricing. Federal 
Tax ID required. All Verizon Wireless offers are for a limited time only and are subject 
to equipment availability. Verizon Wireless reserves the right to change or modify all 
offers at any time without notice. All terms and conditions are subject to and governed 
by Verizon Wireless’ Agreement with Customer including, but not limited to, Customer 
eligibility requirements. Every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the Verizon 
Wireless offers, however, Verizon Wireless is not responsible for any errors or omissions.

Start saving today on over 150,000 
brand-name products. 

Premier pricing on over 
16,000 in-stock products, 2,400 custom priced 
items and up to 8% back in rebates.

Sign up with NPP to access these discounts.

GET STARTED

mynpp.com
800.810.3909
customerservice@mynpp.com

© 2016 National Purchasing Partners

0516

DISCOUNT PRICING
for FAYETTE COUNTY BAR 
ASSOCIATION MEMBERS

The Fayette County Bar Association 
partners with NPP to provide discounts 
on products and services. NPP negotiates 
the rates, and makes them available to 
Fayette County Bar Association members.

 • Visit www.mynpp.com, click on “Join Now.”

 • Select “Company” then “Legal.” 

 • If registering as a solo attorney or solo 
proprietor, select company and register 
with your personal information.

 • Select “Fayette County Bar Association” from 
the dropdown menu and complete enrollment.

Go paperless with electronic 
signatures. Sign legally enforcable 

documents from anywhere, any time, on any 
device. Pricing options starting at 10% off.
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More Great FCBA Member Benefits:

AFLAC 
www.aflac.com 859-420-2663 
Tony Morris, Jr. 
t_morris@us.aflac.com 
AFLAC can provide you and your family with coverage 
and security to help maintain your everyday life in case 
of illness or injury. It pays cash benefits directly to you, 
unless otherwise assigned, to help with daily expenses 
when you’re sick or hurt. These benefits are paid 
regardless of any other insurance you have.

Liberty Mutual 
www.libertymutual.com
859-223-1313 
Joey Doom 
Discounted rates on Auto, Home, and Renters 
Insurance. Call for a free quote.

Members Heritage Credit Union 
www.membersheritage.org 
859-455-7204
Savings instruments including Money Market accounts, 
CDs and IRAs, a full line of loans and more. Help your 
small business grow with a wide variety of lending 
products and financial packages.
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Dinsmore & Shohl
Forbes has named Dinsmore & Shohl LLP among the nation’s 
best law firms for labor and employment practice in its inaugural 
America’s Top Corporate Law Firms list. Of the more than 400,000 
law firms across the country, 243 made the list, and a mere 29 were 
recognized for their labor and employment work. 

The list was compiled by Forbes in partnership with market research 
company Statista, based on the opinions of 2,500 American lawyers, 
all of whom were asked to recommend firms in different areas of law. 
Those lawyers were not permitted to recommend their own firms. 
Those that received more recommendations than the average made 
the final list of America’s Top Corporate Law Firms.

McBrayer 
McBrayer Member and Attorney Anne-Tyler Morgan has been 
appointed by Governor Matt Bevin to the Advisory Council for 
Medical Assistance (commonly referred to as the “MAC”). The 
Council participates in Medicaid policy development and program 
administration and advises the Kentucky Department for Medicaid 
Services regarding Medicaid health and medical care. She will serve 
a four year term as one of nineteen Council members, joining 
the Secretary of the Cabinet for Health and Family Services, 
representatives of healthcare industry organizations, and healthcare 
consumer advocates.
 
In addition to her longtime work as a healthcare attorney at 
McBrayer, she has previously served as Deputy Commissioner for 
the Kentucky Department for Medicaid Services and as Senior 
Advisor to the Secretary of the Kentucky Cabinet for Health and 
Family Services, in addition to leading health care policy for the 
Kentucky House of Representatives as Senior Policy Advisor and 
Deputy General Counsel. Prior to these roles, she led the compliance 
department of a Fortune 500 managed care organization contracted 
with Kentucky Medicaid and was engaged in the initial discussions 
establishing Kentucky’s Medicaid managed care system. 

Attorney Drake Staples joins the experienced team of attorneys 
in McBrayer’s Lexington office. Drake practiced at a small firm in 
Lexington before joining McBrayer. His practice is focused in the 
area of general litigation, which includes a large gamut of business 
disputes, contract issues and employment law matters.

Reminger Co.
Reminger Co., LPA is pleased to announce that H. Brett 
Stonecipher and Tighe A. Estes have joined the Lexington office of 
Reminger Co., LPA.

Brett has centered a 25-year insurance defense practice on timely 
reporting to clients along with excellence in technical defense. 
Brett is one of the top Workers’ Compensation attorneys in the 
Commonwealth of Kentucky, and one of the top Federal Black Lung 
attorneys in the United States, regularly practicing in Kentucky, 
Indiana, Illinois, Tennessee, West Virginia, Virginia, and Alabama, 
as well as extensive appellate work in Kentucky, as well as the United 
States Court of Appeals for numerous circuits. His undergraduate 
training as a civil engineer has provided an ability to take extremely 
complex situations and break them down into understandable 

concepts, along with the practical approach to problem solving that 
he learned from running his own family business.

Tighe focuses on administrative law, representing employers in state 
and federal proceedings involving complex medical and insurance 
issues, with the majority of his practice focusing on pulmonary 
issues. In doing so, he has appeared before the Kentucky Supreme 
Court and the Sixth and Tenth Circuits of the Federal Courts of
Appeals. Tighe also represents small businesses in collections 
proceedings. A lifelong central Kentucky native, Tighe graduated 
from Georgetown College in 2003 and the University of Kentucky 
College of Law in 2006. After his admission to the bar, Tighe began 
his legal career as an assistant County Attorney, before transitioning 
to private practice in 2007 at which time he served as the Kentucky 
Bar Associate Young Lawyers Division Third District Representative.

Stites & Harbison
Leadership Lexington has selected Stites & Harbison, PLLC 
attorney Emily Larish Startsman as a member of the 2019-20 
Leadership Lexington program.  Through the eleven-month program, 
participants are provided with opportunities to gain a better 
understanding of Lexington and the challenges it faces by meeting 
with and learning from today’s leaders. 

Startsman is an attorney with Stites & Harbison in the Torts and 
Insurance Practice Service Group based in the Lexington office.  She 
has handled a variety of litigation matters for insurance companies, 
medical providers, corporations and local businesses.  Her focus 
includes medical malpractice, products liability and a variety of 
personal injury matters.

Stites & Harbison, PLLC attorney Cassidy Rosenthal will be 
inducted as a Fellow of the American College of Construction 
Lawyers (ACCL) on February 22, 2020, at the Annual Meeting in 
Tucson, Ariz.  ACCL, one of the nation’s leading legal associations, 
only designates the top 1% of the construction bar in the U.S. with 
this honor. 

Rosenthal is a Member (Partner) of Stites & Harbison and based in 
the Lexington, Ky., office where she is the Lexington Office Executive 
Member.  Her practice focuses on advising clients throughout all 
phases of construction projects including planning, contract drafting 
and negotiation, and project administration.  She successfully guides 
her clients through construction claims and disputes including 
informal negotiations, mediation, litigation in state and federal 
courts, and in arbitration throughout the country. 
 
Sturgill, Turner, Barker & Moloney
Sturgill, Turner, Barker & Moloney, PLLC is proud to share that 
Langdon Worley has been accepted into the Leadership Lexington 
Class of 2019-2020. Leadership Lexington is an 11-month leadership 
development program sponsored by Commerce Lexington.
Langdon is an insurance defense attorney at Sturgill Turner who 
gives back to the Lexington community by serving in leadership 
positions with Rotaract (President), the FCBA Women Lawyers 
Association (Vice-President), Ronald McDonald House of the 
Bluegrass (Fundraising Committee) and the FCBA Foundation (Board 
of Directors).

Names in the News



Calendar of Events

November 2019
20 Women Lawyers’ Association Meeting
28-29 Thanksgiving Holiday, Courts and FCBA Closed

December 2019 
10 Domestic Relations Practice Section Meeting
12 Annual Holiday Party
18 Women Lawyers’ Association White Elephant Luncheon
20 Winter Blood Drive
24-25 Holiday, Courts and FCBA Closed
31 Holiday, Courts and FCBA Closed
 

January 2020
1 Holiday, Courts and FCBA Closed


